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In the pre Islamic period a women could not own property. Any wealth that came her 
way belonged to her family and was administered by her male relative. But in Mecca, where 
individualism wad more pronounced then elsewhere in Arabia, some of the more aristocratic 
women had been able to inherit and administer their own fortune. Khadijah was a ease in point, 
but this was still rare in Mecca and almost unheard of in medina. Most man found the idea that 
women could inherit and manage their property quite ludicrous. Women had no individual 
rights. How could they? A part from a fcw r notable exception, they did nothing to contribute to 
the economy; and because they took no part in the ghazu. they brought no wealth to the 
community* Traditionally women were considered part of a man's estate. After his death, his 
wives and daughter passed to his male heirs, who often kept them unmarried and impoverished 
in order to control their inheritance. The Qur'anic institution of polygamy was a piece of social 
legislation. It was designed not to gratify the male sexual appetite, but to correct the injustices 
done to widows, orphans, and other female dependents, who were especially vulnerable, all to 
often, unscrupulous people sized everything left the weaker members of the family u r ith 
nothing they were often sexually abused by their male guardians or converted into a financial 
asset by being sold into slavery, Tbn Ubayy, for example, forced his women slaves Into 
prostitution and pocketed the proceeds. The Quran bluntly refuse this behavior and takes it for 
granted that a women has an inalienable light to her inheritance. Polygamy was designed to 
ensure that unprotected women would be decently married, and to abolish the old loose, 
irresponsible liaisons; men could have only four wives and must treat them equitably: it was 
an unjustifiably wicked act to devour their property. 

The Quran was attempting to give women a legal status that most western women would 
not enjoy until the nineteenth century. (Muhammad A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Amistrong 
Page# 146, 147 Harper Press London) 
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Shortly after her marriage, a deputation of women asked her why they were mention so 
rarely in the Quran. Umm Salmah brought their question to the prophet, who,as usual took titne 
to reflect upon it seriously .a few days later while she was combing her hair in her apartment* 
She heard Muhammad reciting a revolutionary new surah in the mosque^ 

Men and women who have surrenderd. 

Believing men and believing women 
Obedient men and obedient women 
Truthful men and truthful women 
Enduring men and ensuring women 
Men and women who give in charity 
Men who Fast and women who fast 
Men and women who guard their private parts 
Men and women who remember God oft 
Fort hem God has prepared forgiveness 

And might w r agc In other words, there was to be complete sexual quality in Islam; both 
men and women had the same duties and responsibilities, when the women heard these verses, 
they were determined to make this vision a concrete reality in their daily I ives 

God seemed to be on their side. Shortly afterwards, a whole surah was dedicated to 
women. Women were no longer to be bequeathed to male theirs as though they were camels or 
date palms. They could themselves inherit and compete with men for a share in an estate no 
orphans girl should be married ti her guardian against her will as though she were simply 
moveable property. As had been to initiate divorce proceedings* though the husband could 
refuse to comply. In Arabia, the groom traditionally presented a dowry to his bride but in 
practice this gift had belonged to her family. Now the dowry was to be given directly to the 



women as her inalienable property, and the event divorce. A man could not reclaim it, so her 
security was assured Quranic legislation insisted that the individual was free and sovereign _ 
and that also applied to women. (Muhammad A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Armstrong 
Page# 155,156 Harper Press London) 
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In seventh centuiy Arabia, this was a shocking innovation, and the men of the uniniah 
were furious. God was talking away their privileges! They were ready to fight for him to the 
death, but now he was demanding sacrifice in their personal lives! The Mccdmcsc were 
particularly incensed; were they expected to divide their farms to give women a share? H how, IK 
they asked can one give the right of inheritance to women and children, who do not work and 
do not cam their living? Are they now going to inherit just like men who have worked to cam 
that money? And was the prophet seriously telling them that even ugly girl could inherit a 
fortune? "yes, absolutely," replied Muhammad and the quran supported them. (Muhammad A 
Prophet For Our Time By Karen Armstrong Page # 156,157 Harper Press London) 
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Matters came to a head over the question of wife-beating the Quran forbade niuslim to 
inflict violence upon one another, and (he women began to complain to the prophet when their 
husbands hit them, demanding that they be punished as the Quran prescribed. Some even 
started to refuse sex to their abusive husband. Muhammad was revolted by the very idea of 
violence to wards women. The prophet "the prophet never raised his hand against one of his 
wives, or against a slave, nor against any person at all " ibn sad rc called. He "was always 
against the beating of women. (Muhammad A Prophet for Our Time By Karon Armstrong 
Page# 158 Harper Press London) 
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-U?t3Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet 


Western critics often blam the Quran for its treatment of women, which they see as 
iniquitous but in fact the emancipation of women was dear to the prophet's heart. (Muhmmad A 
Biography Of The Prophet By Karen Armstrong Page# 191 Published By Phocnex Press 2001 > 

Jtl&ljsi S\£\PX w/jr^ 

£3 J±? ^ OPjtA jh 

In seventh century in Arabia it was revolutionary. We must remember what Life had been 
like for women in the Islamic period when female infanticide was the norm and women had no 
rights at all. Like slaves, women were treated as an inferior species, who had no legal 
existence. In such a primitive world T what Muhammad achivcd for women was cxtraordinaiy. 


The very idea tali at a women could be a witness or could inherit anything at all in her own 
rights was astonishing. We must also recall that in Christian Europe, women had to wait until 


the nineteenth century before they had anything similar: even then the law remained heavily 
weighted toward men. (Muhmmad A Biography OF The Prophet By Karen Armstrong Page #191 
Published By Phocnex Press 2001) 
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Vindication of th Rights of Women *JFs*T* 
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Rights of women 

Women should receive the same treatment as men in education. Work opportunities and 
politics and that the same moral standards should be applied to both sexes. 
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